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SUB J : A PRO-DAYAN GATHERING CAUSES UNEASE AMONG THE 
POLITICAL PARTIES 

SUMMARY: A "NONPARTISAN" MEETING HAS BEEN CALLED FOR SEPT 10 
TO EXPRESS SUPPORT FOR DAYAN’S POLICIES. MAIOR PARTY LEADERS, FOR 
VARYING REASONS, ARE UNEASY AT THIS DEVELOPMENT. DAYAN PROBABLY 
WISHES TO DEMONSTRATE HIS POLITICAL BASE IS BROADER THAN HIS 
SINGLE KNESSET SEAT. SOME OBSERVERS PROFESS TO SEE THE BEGINNING 
OF A RIFT BETWEEN DAYAN AND BEGIN BUT WE BELIEVE THIS IS AS YET 
ONLY THEIR WISHFUL THINKING. END SUMMARY. 

2. EFFORTS TO FOUND A NEW GROUP CALLED "FORUM FOR POLITICAL AND 
SOCIAL DISCUSSION" HAS CAUSED A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF INTEREST IN IS- 
RAELI POLITICAL CIRCLES. THE COMMON DENOMINATOR AMONG THE FOUNDERS 
OF THIS NEW BODY IS THEIR SUPPORT OF MOSHE DAYAN AND HIS POLITICAL 
APPROACH; THE ORGANIZERS INCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE LIKUD, THE LABOR 
PARTY AND THE DMC. THE FIRST MEETING OF THE GROUP IS SCHEDULED FOR 
SEPT 10, AT KFAR HAMAKABIYYA AND DAYAN WILL ADDRESS THE GATHERING. 
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2. THE GATHERING HAS GENERATED A CERTAIN UNEASE AMONG THE MAIOR 
POLITICAL PARTIES. LABOR PARTY LEADERS IN PARTICULAR FEAR THAT THE 
FOUNDING OF THIS NEW BODY MAY BE INTENDED TO PAVE THE WAY FOR EX- 
RAFI LABOR MEMBERS TO JOIN THE DAYAN FACTION AND A LABOR 
PARTY STATEMENT URGED PARTY MEMBERS NOT TO ATTEND THE DAYAN CON- 
VENTION. STRONG OPPOSITION TO THE NEW BODY WAS ALSO EXPRESSED 
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BY LIKUD AND DMC CIRCLES. THE LATTER VOICED THE FEAR THAT THE NEW 
GROUP WOULD BRING ABOUT CLOSER IDENTIFICATION WITH THE LIKUD 
PLATFORM AND AIMS WHILE SEVERAL LIKUD MEMBERS STATED THAT THE 
INTENTION CLEARLY IS TO PREPARE A NEW POLITICAL PARTY INFRASTRUCTURE. 

3. THE ORGANIZERS OF THE MEETING ARE A MIXED BAG. THEY INCLUDE 
ZALMAN SHOVAL OF THE LA’AM FACTION OF THE LIKUD, ISRAEL GRANIT 
OF DMC, AND FORMER LABOR MK MORDECHAI BEN-PORAT. THEIR EFFORTS 
REFLECT A CERTAIN DISSATISFACTION WITH THEIR PRESENT POLITICAL 
AFFILIATIONS AND HAVE CAUSED SOME CRITICISM. FOR EXAMPLE, SHOVAL 
EMPHASIZED THAT ' THERE IS NO INTENTION WHATSOEVER OF CAUSING A 
SPLIT OR FORMING A NEW PARTY, "BUT OTHER LA' AM MKS, LED BY AMNON 
LINN, ISSUED A STATEMENT CRITICIZING SHOVAL FOR HIS PART IN 
ORGANIZING THE MEETING. 

4. COMMENT: DAYAN HAS A NUMBER OF SYMPATHIZERS IN THE LABOR 
PARTY, MAINLY EX-RAFI MEMBERS, WHO ARE OPENLY DISSATIFIED WITH 
THE PRESENT LEADERSHIP OF THAT PARTY. AS FOR THE DMC, IT IS CLEAR 
THAT A NUMBER OF MEMBERS FEEL UNEASY AND FRUSTRATED AT THE POL- 
ITICAL AND PUBLIC IMAGE OF THE PARTY. BOTH THESE ELEMENTS MIGHT 
BE ATTRACTED TO A NEW GROUPING. 

5. THESE MANEUVERS ARE TAKING PLACE AMID SPECULATIONS - AND, TO 

A CERTAIN EXTENT, ARE CONTRIBUTING TO THOSE SPECULATIONS - BY THE 
EVER- ACTIVE ISRAELI PRESS THAT A) THERE IS A DIVERGENCE OF VIEWS 
BETWEEN BEGIN AND DAYAN AND B) DISSENSION IS BEGINNING TO APPEAR 
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WITHIN THE COALITION. ON THE FIRST POINT, SOME COMMENTATORS HAVE 
ARGUED THAT DAYAN TOOK A SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT LINE IN THIS KNESSET 
FOREIGN POLICY SPEECH SEPT 1 FROM BEGIN S MORE ADAMANT POSITION 
AND SEE THIS AS AN INDICATION THAT THE TWO LEADERS HAVE DIFFERENT 
POLICIES ABOUT NEGOTIATIONS. (WE WERE TOLD IN CONFIDENCE THAT BEGIN 
HAD APPROVED THE TEXT - SEE TEL AVIV 6589. ON THE SECOND POINT, 

SOME ARGUE THAT THE BEGIN GOVERNMENT IS LOSING ITS UNITY AND IS 
BECOMING SUBJECT TO INTERNAL DIVISIONS SIMILAR TO THOSE WHICH 
TROUBLED THE FORMER LABOR GOVERNMENT. 

6. AS FOR DAYAN HIMSELF, WHILE HE OCCUPIES A KEY POSITION IN THE 
GOVERNMENT AND PLAYS A PREDOMINANT ROLE IN THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
FIELD, HIS STATUS DEPENDS SOLELY ON ONE PERSON - MENAHEM BEGIN. 

DAYAN IS NOT OVERLY POPULAR AMONG MEMBERS OF THE HERUT AND 
LIBERAL FACTIONS OF THE LIKUD. IF BEGIN WERE NO LONGER PRIME 
MINISTER DAYAN MIGHT WELL LOSE HIS POSITION AS NUMBER TWO MAN IN 
THE GOVERNMENT. HE THEREFORE NEEDS TO PROVE THAT HIS POLITICAL 
BACKING IS BROADER THAN HIS SINGLE SEAT WOULD INDICATE, THAT HE 
HAS THE SUPPORT OF ADDITIONAL FORCES FROM THE LABOR PARTY, THE 
DMC AND OTHER GROUPS. AS FAR AS WE CAN ASCERTAIN, DAYAN PLAYED 
NO PERSONAL PART IN ORGANIZING THE MEETING ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT 
DISCOURAGE IT. IN THE PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES WE BELIEVE HE WOULD 
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NOT PERMIT THE NEW GROUP, IF IT REACHES THE STAGE OF ACTUALLY 
BEING A PERMANENT GROUP, TO JEOPARDIZE HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH 
BEGIN BY POSING A THREAT TO THE LIKUD. 

LEWIS 
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